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Beachwood City Hall
25325 Fairmount Blvd 
Beachwood, OH 44122

216.464.1070 BeachwoodOhio.com @BeachwoodOH

Traffic Lights Going Green  
For Emergency Vehicles 
We are proud to announce new technology that is 
creating a “sea of green” as traffic lights change 
to green when emergency vehicles approach 
major intersections and cross traffic is stopped. The 
technology follows police cars, fire engines and 
ambulances in real time which dramatically accelerates 
arrivals at incident locations. 

This Emergency Vehicle Preemption System works 
through a box placed in emergency vehicles to 
communicate with intersections across Beachwood, 
gauging the route based on speed and turn signals. 
This increases responsiveness and safety 
in the city and, ultimately, can help save 
lives. Also, this system reduces crashes 
when responding to a call, which is 
the cause of 25% of rescue workers’ 
deaths on the job, according to Applied 
Information, the company that created 
the technology.

Our safety personnel have told me that 
they are thrilled with the effectiveness 
of the technology which is positioned 
at all major intersections in the city. The 
devices were installed in safety vehicles 
and traffic signals by Path Master, which 
provides the necessary components to 
make intersections function effortlessly 
and features itself as the place where 
“traffic meets technology.” 

To watch a video describing  
the preemptive system, please see:  
bit.ly/BeachwoodEmergencyVehiclePreemption.  

I recognized the need 
for the technology, and 
I’ve overseen this project 
since its earliest planning 
stages. I was aware of the 
difficulty safety vehicles 
have in traversing highly 
trafficked intersections 
in the city, so this new 
technology will transform their ability to arrive more 
quickly. 

Our Police Chief, Kate McLaughlin, also supports this 
addition, saying that she is extremely grateful to be 
assured that lights will turn from red to green before 

vehicles reach an 
intersection. She said 
that the technology 
enables her department 
to do the best job 
possible on a daily 
basis. “Timing is very 
important, and seconds 
make a difference,” she 
said. 

Fire and police departments worked hand-in-hand 
with Path Master to complete the project, and it works 
seamlessly. She added that travel time from one end of 
the city to the other has been dramatically reduced.

The number of people in the city can 
balloon up to 100,000 during the day, 
and being able to control the traffic 
has been one of our biggest concerns. 
With this in mind, our Fire Chief, Steven 
Holtzman, describes the technology as 
one of the best tools to be installed in 
the city in recent memory.

I was pleased to see some comments 
posted on YouTube in response to our 
video publicizing this improvement:

“Amazing to see what forward-thinking 
cities are doing to serve their citizens!”

“Bravo City of Beachwood Ohio! 
Humbling to see the tools working for 
the citizens in and around Beachwood.”

“Amazing to get to work with these 
incredible people on incredible projects!”

“Great to see a city use the benefits for both Fire AND 
Police vehicles.”

“Saving human lives by keeping everyone else safe. 
Wow! Great innovative technology.”

Truly, this technology is transformational. Installing this 
preemption system is one of the best things we have 
done since I have served as Mayor of Beachwood. If 
we save just one life as a result of the system, it’s well 
worth the investment.

Mayor Justin Berns 
MayorBerns@beachwoodohio.com

“I was aware 
of the difficulty 
safety vehicles 

have in traversing 
highly trafficked 

intersections in the 
city, so this new 
technology will 
transform their 

ability to arrive more 
quickly.”
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UPCOMING CITY 
MEETINGS

City Council:
August 14 at 7:00 p.m. 

Planning & Zoning:
August 31 at 6:30 p.m.

Architectural Board of Review:
August 7 at 4:30 p.m.
August 21 at 4:30 p.m.

Departments 
 
AUDITOR
216.595.3712

BUILDING 
DEPARTMENT
216.292.1914

CLERK OF  
COUNCIL
216.595.5493 
 
COMMUNITY  
SERVICES 
216.292.1970

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT
216.292.1915

FINANCE 
216.292.1913

FIRE & RESCUE
216.292.1965

LAW
216.595.5462

MAYOR'S OFFICE
216.292.1901

POLICE
216.464.2343

PUBLIC WORKS 
216.292.1922

EMERGENCY
Dial 9-1-1 or 
216.464.1234

HOW TO EMAIL YOUR 
COUNCIL MEMBER:

FirstName.LastName@beachwoodohio.com 
Ex: alec.isaacson@beachwoodohio.com

Legislative Recap - July
2023-55 – An Ordinance adopting 2023 Alternative Tax budget for 2024 
was presented to City Council and placed on first reading on May 15 and 
placed on second reading on June 12. This item was approved at the  
July 10 Council Meeting. The purpose of an alternative tax budget is to 
let the County know the amount of property tax we are requesting and 
is used by the County to set the City’s property tax collection for 2024. 
There will be a follow up resolution accepting the rates from the County. In 
effect, the City of Beachwood reduced its charter millage in an effort to 
mitigate any tax increase expected by the recent school levy for the tax 
year 2024.

Resolution 2023-6 and Ordinances 2023-66 and 2023-67 – The City of 
Beachwood received a request for Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) 
financing for the property at 3800 Park East Drive. PACE is a valuable 
economic development tool for the City to add to its incentive portfolio 
and it aligns with the directives of our Economic Development Strategic 
Plan. The resolution and ordinances were necessary to establish the PACE 
program and were approved by City Council.  

2023-68 – Council approved the Bills ordinance authorizing payment for 
various professional services totaling $80,353.27.  

2023-69 – Council approved an ordinance renewing a contract with 
Medical Mutual of Ohio for healthcare coverage for city employees. 
Based on a favorable trend in the City’s claims, we were presented with a 
3% decrease for our August 1 renewal rate. Subsequent renewals will be 
based on a calendar year.

2023-70 – Council approved an ordinance to reimburse Beachwood 
23550 Commerce Park LLC for natural gas utilities for the City’s portion of 
that building which houses our Public Works Department in the amount of 
$38,465.45.  

2023-71 – Council authorized the Mayor to purchase gasoline for city 
vehicles from the State of Ohio Term Contracts/Schedules (STS) through  
Great Lakes Petroleum Company (bid by the State of Ohio).    

2023-72 – The Public Works Department requested approval to purchase a new cab and chassis 
from Valley Freightliner and one dump body with a snow and ice control package from Concord 
Road Equipment. This vehicle will replace a 2001 truck. The total cost for the vehicle is $257,082.77 
and was approved by City Council.  

2023-73 – Council authorized the Mayor to renew a service agreement with Motorola Solutions to 
provide maintenance services for radio back haul equipment in our dispatch center for the next 4 
years for an amount not to exceed $165,790. The City originally purchased this equipment in 2018 
which included maintenance and support for 1 year and renewed the agreement in 2019 for an 
additional 4 years (sole source). 

2023-74 – Council authorized the City to sell a 1991 vehicle which was originally purchased for the 
Fire Department as an ambulance and was transferred to the Public Works Department years ago 
and a 2001 dump truck.

More information regarding these agenda items and back up materials can be found on our website. 
BeachwoodOhio.com/AgendaCenter 
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Work-Live-Learn...ThriveWork-Live-Learn...Thrive
Beachwood Joins Northeast Ohio Advanced Energy 
District, Paving Way For PACE Program

Shred Day, September 10New Beachwood Police 
Officer Sworn In On July 6

Beachwood City Council has recently approved legislation to 
join the Northeast Ohio Advanced Energy District (NEO-AED). 
Communities across Cuyahoga County formed the NEO-AED 
nearly 13 years ago to provide a local tool for commercial 
and industrial property owners to affordably complete energy 
efficiency and alternative energy generation projects without huge 
upfront out of pocket expenses.  

Through this program, 
the City of Beachwood 
as a partner and 
joining member of the 
NEO-AED will be able 
to work with financial 
partners to bring a 
Property Assessed 
Clean Energy (PACE) 
program to office, retail, 
industrial, hotel, multi-family and nonprofit property owners in the 
city. “This partnership with NEO-AED is one that will support future 
investments in the City of Beachwood,” said Mayor Justin Berns. 
“It is an economic development tool that will have great benefit to 
new developers and existing commercial property owners in the 
City of Beachwood.”

PACE financing has been used across the State of Ohio to finance 
over $100 million in improvements since 2010. Establishing PACE 
requires an eligible PACE project. The City of Beachwood had 

received a request for the Hiatus, a luxury apartment complex, 
that made it possible for the City of Beachwood to establish the 
program.  

The benefits to commercial property owners participating in the 
program include cost savings, payments over time, guidance 
and community sustainability. Eligible PACE projects can take 
advantage of project financing with minimal or no down payment, 
fixed interest rates and terms for up to 20 years on energy 
efficiency and alternative energy projects. PACE can be used for a 
variety of projects, including energy-efficient machinery upgrades, 
roof and window replacement, and heating and air conditioning 
upgrades.

“Investment in commercial and industrial 
energy improvement projects has a direct 
impact on lowering a building’s operating 
cost,” says Cathy Bieterman, Director of 
Economic Development for the City of 
Beachwood. “The PACE program can 
benefit commercial property owners by 
supporting the financing associated with 
those improvement projects.”  

More information on this program can  
be found at www.beachwoodohio.com  
(Economic Development Resources) or at www.neoaed.org.

Beachwood’s upcoming free community shred day is scheduled 
for Sunday, September 10, from 9:00 a.m.-noon in the City Hall 
parking lot. Bring personal documents, mail and files to have 
them shredded on-site at no charge.

A maximum of six banker boxes or 12 blue grocery bags are 
permitted. Please bring your driver’s license or ID as proof of 
residency.

Congratulations to Joseph 
Sirna who was sworn in 
by Mayor Justin Berns on 
July 6 as our newest police 
officer. Sirna started the 
Cleveland Heights Police 
Academy in July. Wishing 
him all the best as he 
goes through the training 
to become a Beachwood 
Police Officer!

Bottom photo left to right: Mayor 
Justin Berns, Joseph Sirna and 
Chief McLaughlin

Top photo: Mayor Berns swearing 
in Joseph Sirna on July 6.

Interior of The Hiatus. Credit: The Hiatus

Cathy Bieterman,  
Economic Development Director



Follow @BeachwoodPolice and @BeachwoodFire on Facebook!

Coyote Awareness

Please Help Save Our Raptors

Beachwood Place Hosts Mall-O-Ween For Campers

Coyotes are common throughout Ohio in both rural and urban 
settings. They are most active at dawn and dusk, but may be seen 
frequently throughout the day. Coyotes eat a variety of foods, 
including small mammals, insects, fruits and berries, and items 
meant for pets and humans.  

If a coyote is in your yard:

1.	 Identify that the canine is truly a coyote and not a stray dog. If 
the animal is a stray dog, contact Beachwood Police.

2.	 Remove all “attractants” to possibly deter the coyote from 
returning. This includes removing garbage and pet food before 
nightfall and cleaning up 
around grills.

3.	 Keep small dogs and cats 
inside or supervise them at 
night when coyotes are most 
active. Coyotes are curious 
but generally fearful of 
humans. Clap your hands and 
shout to scare off coyotes.

4.	 If the coyote seems to lack a fear of humans or is presenting a 
conflict even after removing attractants, contact the Division of 
Wildlife at 1-800-WILDLIFE (945.3543)  for a list of nuisance 
trappers or visit www.wildohio.com.  

If you love birds or understand the vital role they contribute in our eco-system, please refrain 
from using rodenticide (poison bait) to control rodents in or outside of your home. Rodenticide 
(poison bait) impacts more than just the rodent. It exterminates birds of prey that feed on the 
poisoned rodents such as owls, hawks, eagles, falcons and even turkey vultures. In addition, 
foxes and other prey mammals that are vital to maintain the ecosystem balance are also 
falling victim. Many wild animal rehabbers are reporting an increase in these poisonings to 
our vital prey population.  

Rodenticides are also a threat to groundwater, storm water, rivers and streams. As the 
poisoned deceased animal naturally decomposes, the poison leaches into the ground. 
Earthworms, snails and other insects are then contaminated effecting frogs, toads, 
salamanders, songbirds, snakes, and fish that feed on them. 

What can be used instead?

Snap traps are the best option, with enclosed plastic box models available to make disposal 
easier. If you use an exterminator, please ensure non-poison methods are used.  

Bison campers paraded around Beachwood 
Place on July 12 in search of Mall-O-Ween 
treats from approximately 20 participating 
stores. Campers came dressed for the occassion 
as they collected candy and enjoyed games, 
crafts and more at Center Court. Special thanks 
to Beachwood Place and the participating 
businesses; it made their day!

Auto Theft Safety Tip
There have been a significant number of auto thefts throughout 
Northeast Ohio and especially in Cuyahoga County. Although 
we have not seen as many as our neighboring communities, 
Beachwood has fallen prey to this crime.

The recent break-ins in 
Beachwood involved 
unlocked vehicles. But 
not only were the cars 
unlocked, the keys were left 
inside. These are crimes of 
opportunity and unlocked 
cars enable the thieves who 
are seeking easy targets.

We ask you to do your part. Be diligent 
and mindful and make sure your vehicles 
are locked. Make certain your keys 
are not inside the car and do not leave 
your valuables in your car and visible 
to potential criminals. Together we 
can diminish these types of crimes in 
Beachwood.

For additional safety tips, see our 
website: BeachwoodOhio.com/Police. 

Trick or treat at Journeys. A group of Bison campers with their counselors. A visit from the K-9 unit.
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August Recreation GuideAugust Recreation Guide

BEACHWOOD 
ART GALLERY:

Bold & Beautiful| August 11 - September 9 | Artists’ reception on August 13 from 1-2:30 p.m. 
Artwork by Nana Kwesi Agyare, Samuel J. Francazio, Karen Hopwood and Sandy Spinks. 

Summer Snapshot
Beachwood has been buzzing with activity for all ages this summer from a 
Juneteenth Community Celebration to our Disco Night pool party. Look back 
at our summer snapshot of June and July events while you make plans to join 
us for the upcoming movie night, Dog Paddle, Honkin’ Haulin’ and, of course, 
Beachwood’s annual Fall Festival!

How can you stay connected with recreation in Beachwood? It’s easy! Look for 
our recreation guide mailed directly to your home, follow us on Facebook  
(@BeachwoodOHRec), visit our website at BeachwoodRec.com and sign up 
for our email list. 

Mayor Berns, Community Services Director Derek Schroeder and Bartu 
Hatipoglu with his parents at Leaf Party Day. Credit: Discovery Photo

Beachwood’s first Disco themed pool party on 
July 13. Credit: Discovery Photo

Barkin’ Brunch at the Beachwood Truck Park. 
Credit: Discovery PhotoLine dancing at the Juneteenth celebration. Credit: Discovery Photo

Games at Disco Night! Credit: Discovery Photo A Beachwood Beats concert crowd at BFAC.
Balloon art was a Juneteenth 
favorite. Credit: Discovery Photo

All smiles at Barkin’ Brunch. 
Credit: Discovery Photo



Follow us on Facebook: @BeachwoodOHRec

Beachwood SeniorsBeachwood Seniors Cleveland’s Iconic Crossroads 
Thursday, August 17, at Noon   
Beachwood Community Center

Residents $13 
Non-Residents $16 
Program Only $5
Register by August 8.
Join local historian and master storyteller 
Dennis R. Sutcliffe as he shares the story of 
Cleveland’s Iconic Crossroads. Originally 
known as Doan’s Corners, the area began as 
a stagecoach stop on the road from Buffalo to 
Cleveland. In the first half of the 20th Century 
it became an entertainment mecca offering 
Clevelander’s a taste of New York City  
high-life.
Meal choices include primavera marinara or a 
roast beef sandwich. All entrees served with a 
beverage and dessert.

Senior Day Out

Upcoming Programs & Trips
•	 Learn Rummikub & Canasta 

Tuesday, August 15, 1:00 p.m., Community Center 
Calling all want-to-be rummikub or canasta players! We are looking for 
people who are interested in learning to play through the help of others. 
If you are a want-to-be player or seasoned player willing to help others 
enjoy either game, join us for an organizational meeting on August 15.

•	 September Senior Day Out - Dianne Palmer & Mike Elkins 
Thursday, September 21, Noon, Community Center 
Residents $13, Non-Residents $16, Program Only $5 
Dianne Palmer (vocalist) returns to bring her new show, “Standard 
Cocktails.” Get ready for a feel-good time featuring the talented Mike 
Elkins at the piano. Register by September 13. 

•	 Quintealia’s Tea Parlor Day Trip 
Tuesday, October 17, 10:30 a.m., Depart from the Community Center 
Residents $68, Non-Residents $82 
This beautifully decorated, antique furnished historical home is just the 
spot to relax and take in the season along with an array of savory, sweet 
treats and heartwarming tea. Register by September 14.

Register for events at BeachwoodRec.com,  
City Hall or call 216.292.1970.



Always Be An Insider, Always Be An Insider, 
Stay Connected!Stay Connected!

Facebook Pages: Twitter Accounts:

Beachwood eList:

Instagram Accounts:

@BeachwoodOH
@BeachwoodPolice 
@BeachwoodFire
@BeachwoodOHRec
@BeachwoodPublicWorks 
@BarkwoodDogPark

@BeachwoodOH
@BeachwoodPolice

Sign up at BeachwoodOhio.com

@BeachwoodOhio

Where Business Is Booming!Where Business Is Booming!
The Latest News From Economic Development

Beyond Healthcare 
Ribbon Cutting

UH Expansion Featured In 
Regional Publication

Attain Behavioral Health Now Open In Beachwood

We recently welcomed Beyond Healthcare to our community! Its 
intensive mental health treatment services are designed to help 
teens and families heal together. Located at 23600 Commerce Park 
Rd., Suite A, this facility marks the opening of its third treatment 
center in the Cleveland area, and there are plans to open more 
offices across Ohio. 

Beyond Healthcare provides holistic intensive mental health care 
to teens, ages 11-17, and their families. It offers both full day 
Partial Hospitalization Programs (PHP), after school Intensive 
Outpatient Programs (IOP), and virtual Intensive Outpatient 
Programs. Behavioral healthcare services coupled with medication 
management and individual counseling to give teens the tools to 
manage their mental health conditions and succeed in life. To learn 
more, visit beyondhccleveland.com.

Beachwood’s Ahuja Medical Center Phase 2 opening was 
recently featured in Northeast Ohio Properties Magazine. It’s 
exciting to see the collaboration and partnerships between local 
companies, architects, engineers, hospital leadership, the city and 
so many others who worked diligently to bring this impressive 
project to fruition. This $236 million Phase 2 investment, totaling 
more than 300,000-square-feet of space, offers state of the art 
healthcare to Beachwood and the region.  

We recently welcomed Attain Behavioral Health which offers services that benefit those who 
need help with addiction treatment and mental health therapy. Thank you for choosing to base 
your services in our community! To learn more about their services, visit their website  
at attainbh.com or call 888.389.2095.

Mayor Berns with Chamber of Commerce Executive Director David Lapierre and 
members of the Beyond Healthcare team.

University Hospitals Phase 2 expansion of the Ahuja Medical Center. 
Credit: Northeast Ohio Properties Magazine


