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The Mayor’s Message  
Local Businesses Keeping City Solvent & Successful
Businesses in Beachwood encompass a diverse array of 
industries and services, each playing a vital role in shaping the 
economic landscape and enriching the lives of our residents. 
From professional services to manufacturing, technology firms to 
hospitality establishments, these enterprises collectively form the 
backbone of our local economy.

Tax revenues generated by these businesses are instrumental in 
supporting essential services that directly impact the safety and 
well-being of our community. Funding from these revenues enables 
us to allocate resources to crucial services such as police, fire, 
emergency response, waste management, parks, and infrastructure 
improvements, enhancing the overall quality of life for residents.

Moreover, a robust business community stimulates 
economic growth and development, creating a ripple 
effect of prosperity throughout Beachwood. The 
success of local businesses attracts further investment 
and leads to a more vibrant economy. 

The Beachwood Chamber of Commerce plays a 
pivotal role in fostering this environment of success 
and collaboration. Through its diverse programming 
and solid membership base, the Chamber provides 
invaluable resources and networking opportunities for 
local businesses. Events like the recent luncheon held at 
Hecks featuring William “Bill” Koehler, CEO of Team 
NEO, not only offer insights into regional business growth strategies 
but also facilitate connections that drive innovation and progress.

In tandem with the Chamber’s effort, our Economic Development 
Department has formulated a range of innovative programs 
tailored to empower businesses at every stage of their journey. 
A new One-Stop Business Resource Center, a comprehensive hub 
equipped with myriad tools and services aimed at facilitating 
growth, is now engaging dialogue with area businesses. From 
research and financial assistance to educational programs and 
podcasting, this resource center serves as a cornerstone for 
supporting business growth for businesses of all sizes. For more 
information, call our Economic Development Director, Catherine 

Bieterman, at 216-292-1915 
or visit BeachwoodOhio.com 
where you can find a link to 
those resources.  

Additionally, the city’s 
Economic Development 
Office is spearheading 
initiatives including Job Fairs, 
bringing together companies in need of skilled candidates and 
professionals seeking employment opportunities. This collaborative 
effort, in conjunction with Tri-C’s Eastern Campus and Ohio Means 
Jobs, underscores our commitment to fostering a robust job market 

and driving economic prosperity.

Evidence of Beachwood’s continued commercial 
success is visible throughout the city, with new 
establishments adding to its vibrancy. Exciting 
additions include the forthcoming Porsche dealership, 
the recently opened Antica Italian Kitchen and Bar 
(next to Heck’s restaurant), and Teela Bennett Design, 
a residential and commercial design studio. These 
new ventures contribute to the city’s allure and further 
solidify its position as a thriving business hub.

In conclusion, we extend our heartfelt appreciation 
to the businesses that tirelessly contribute to our 

community’s solvency and success and to all stakeholders for 
their unwavering collaboration and partnership. Together, we 
can continue building a stronger, more resilient municipality for 
generations to come, ensuring that Beachwood remains not just 
a city, but a beacon of economic opportunity and community 
prosperity, where every resident thrives.

Mayor Justin Berns 
MayorBerns@beachwoodohio.com
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UPCOMING CITY 
MEETINGS

City Council:
April 1 at 7:00 p.m. 
April 15 at 7:00 p.m. 

Planning & Zoning:
April 25 at 6:30 p.m.

Architectural Board of Review:
April 1 at 4:30 p.m.
April 15 at 4:30 p.m.
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Legislative Update February 5, 2024 - March 4, 2024

The Administration has outlined six key focus areas essential for the city’s advancement which include 
fiscal responsibility, infrastructure improvements, economic development, community engagement and 
program delivery, innovative partnerships and public safety. Each focus area stands as the cornerstone of 
our journey forward. These delineations serve not only as a roadmap but as a guiding light for our city’s 
progress. Each legislative update will highlight these critical focus areas and underscore the measures we 
are undertaking within each.

Infrastructure Improvements: Refers to the enhancement, maintenance, and expansion of structures and 
systems that support the functioning of a municipality – essential for the community’s safety, mobility, and 
quality of life.

•	 Ordinance 2024-34 approved by City Council provides for resurfacing of the small kid slides and 
preventative maintenance of the tall slides at the Beachwood Family Aquatic Center. 

Economic Development: Involves initiatives that foster growth, prosperity, and job creation which in turn 
enhance the local economy, increase employment opportunities, and improve the overall standard of living.

•	 City Council has approved Ordinance 2024-26 endorsing the initiation of a forgivable loan aimed at 
fostering the expansion of Innovative Medical Equipment LLC. The loan program will aid in acquiring 
equipment, undertaking renovation and building enhancements with an estimated cost of $53,000. The 
city has extended a loan of $20,000 to facilitate this endeavor.

•	 Council approved Ordinance 2024-30 re-appointing the Law Firm of Squire Patton Boggs, LLP, and 
Attorney Russell Balthis and Attorney Catie Romanchek as Special Counsel to provide legal services 
related to the drafting of Economic Development agreements. 

Innovative Partnerships: Involves fostering collaborative relationships and partnerships that cultivate 
innovation, enhance educational opportunities, and drive positive socio-economic outcomes.

•	 Ordinance 2024-31 authorized a lease agreement with the Beachwood Chamber of Commerce to 
occupy office space at the Public Works Building. This will provide a physical space for the Chamber 
of Commerce and allow the city to more closely collaborate on various initiatives aimed at promoting 
economic development and supporting local businesses. 

•	 Council passed Ordinance 2024-36 extending our existing agreement for sharing services with 
the Beachwood Board of Education for community benefit while we finalize the terms of a new 
agreement.

Public Safety: Initiatives aimed at crime prevention, 
responding effectively to emergencies, and creating 
a secure environment.

•	 City Council approved Ordinance 2024-
35, enabling the purchase of an additional 
Powerload cot system to outfit a fifth rescue 
squad. The city made the decision to maintain 
five rescue squads for increased service and 
maintenance flexibility. Securing a grant of 
over $22,000, the city’s expenditure for this 
acquisition was just over $7,000.

For a complete list of all our ordinances, resolutions, 
or motions passed by City Council, or for more 
information regarding these agenda items and 
backup materials, please visit our website at  
BeachwoodOhio.com/AgendaCenter.

FREE COMMUNITY 
SHRED DAY:

Friday, May 10 | 3:00-6:00 p.m. | Beachwood Community Center Parking Lot
Paper bags and banker boxes only, no blue grocery bags. ID required for residency verification. 
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Work - Live - Learn - Thrive
Eclipse Information
The City of Beachwood encourages residents to return 
home early and/or remain within the city when the solar 
eclipse day arrives on Monday, April 8. Heavy traffic and 
delays are expected, so please leave additional time 
if you have an appointment or somewhere to be. Many 
businesses may be closing early and medical facilities 
may be adjusting appointments. Beachwood City Hall 
offices will be closed after 2:00 p.m. on April 8.

The Beachwood Community Services Department is 
hosting a Beachwood Blackout Solar Eclipse Watch Party 
in collaboration with the school district at the Beachwood 
High School stadium with eclipse glasses available, 
sponsored by Crestmont, while supplies last. 

Parking for the event will be available at Beachwood 
High School, Beachwood Middle School, Beachwood 
Family Aquatic Center and Beachwood Community Center. 
Participants are encouraged to bring blankets and chairs 
to sit on. Everything is free excluding refreshments which 
are available for purchase. Emergency personnel from 
both our Police and Fire Departments will be present. 
Restroom facilities will be available.

Rust Belt Riders Program
Introducing Beachwood’s new Rust Belt Riders (RBR) food scrap composting 
program - how we are working to minimize waste and promote 
sustainability in the city - one food scrap at a time! Mark your calendar 
for Earth Day, April 22, at 10:00 a.m., when 
we’ll be hosting an exciting event to unveil 
the city’s new composting area. Learn more 
about the Rust Belt Riders program and 
witness firsthand how together, we’re making 
a positive impact on the environment. Light 
refreshments will be provided.

Get ready for a sustainable Passover! 
Beachwood is launching this program just 
in time for the holiday. Now, residents can 
easily dispose of food scraps!

Here’s how it works: 

1. Sign Up Online: Visit BeachwoodOhio.com.
2. Collect Food Scraps at Home: All food scraps 
accepted. For an exhaustive list, visit rustbeltriders.com/
whatcanicompost.
3. Bring Food Scraps to the Drop-Off Bins: Simply bring 
food scraps to our city drop-off bins co-located with the 
recycling bins near the Beachwood Community Center. 
4. Unlock Bin with Your Code: Use the unique code 
received during registration to unlock the drop-off bin.
5. Dump Food Scraps Into the Bin and Re-lock: Deposit 
your food scraps inside and securely lock the bin for the 
next participant to use.



Subscribe to the Beachwood eList for news delivered to your inbox at BeachwoodOhio.com!

The sale of Dominion Energy Ohio to Enbridge Inc. 
has been finalized. It will now be known as Enbridge 
Gas Ohio. For now, just the name and logo will 
change. You’ll start to see Dominion Energy phased 
out as Enbridge Gas comes in.

The following elements are staying the same: how or 
where you pay your bill, budget billing or payment 
arrangements, service appointments, the phone 
number and agreements with your natural gas 
supplier through Energy Choice.

An Enbridge webpage with more information, 
including a list of common questions, is available at 
dominionenergy.com/ohio.

Dominion Energy Is Now 
Enbridge Gas Ohio

LOOSE LEAF 
REMOVAL:

Monday, April 1 - Friday, May 17 | Questions? Call Beachwood Public Works at 216.292.1922.
After May 17, all leaves must be bagged until the fall loose leaf removal commences in September. 

Tons of Rubbish Picked Up: 3,418.66

Tons of Recycling Materials:  9,094.68

Tons of Leaves: 1,047.21

Tons of Brush: 460.59

Tons of Computers: 6.67 

Tons of Tires: 4.43 

Tons of Household  
Hazardous Waste: 1.31

Dead Animals Picked Up: 238

Tree Lawns Repaired: 42

Appliances Picked Up: 96

Skunks Caught: 15

Special Rubbish &  
Recycling Pickups: 4,063

Resident Requests Completed: 7,566

Signs Repaired/Replaced: 64

Catch Basins Cleaned: 479

Catch Basins Repaired: 4

Sewer Action Orders: 442

Tons of Cold Patch Used: 23.10

Tons of Asphalt: 34.62

Sewer Lateral Televised: 396

Tons of Concrete  
Poured & Finished: 147.92

Trees Planted: 96

Total Tree Work Orders: 576

Key Meeting Takeaways

•	 Lighting Expert Advice: Use low voltage and lower lumens with heads 
pointed close to the ground for less light trespass and safer transitions 
from bright to dark areas. Also, solar is not recommended - deemed not 
suitable economically and reliability-wise for the project. 

•	 Cost Estimate: An average of $1,000 to $2,000 per home, but further 
evaluation is needed to provide a not-to-exceed amount. 

•	 Safety Priority: Safety, particularly for children at bus stops during dark 
hours, was highlighted as a key concern.

•	 Possible Tours of Other Cities: To see similar lighting systems and/or 
determine an alternate solution.

After the focus group meeting, follow-up phone calls were made to all attendees.  Efforts are currently underway to collect necessary 
information and data to refine program details. Our aim is to provide residents with more precise information before reconvening 
with the group following the Passover holiday, facilitating a productive discussion on the essential components required for a successful 
pilot program, including the level of participation necessary for its advancement. The PowerPoint presentation and full video of the 
focus group meeting are available online at BeachwoodOhio.com.

2023 Public Works Totals

City Hosts Residential Sidewalk Lighting Focus Group
The city hosted a focus group to discuss a potential residential lighting program 
utilizing a carriage lighting concept on Thursday, Feb. 29, at the Beachwood 
Community Center. It was attended by approximately 50 households, comprising 
residents living on four streets, representing two in the north section and two streets 
in the south section of the city, under consideration for a pilot program: Beachwood 
Boulevard, Beacon Drive, Concord Road and Ranch Road.

The discussion was hosted by Mayor Justin Berns and members of city council, with 
presentations from City Administrator Tina Turick, Building Commissioner Brian 
Roenigk, along with special guests Marty Bursky from Cleveland Lighting and Mike 
Kachal from Hinkley Lighting. Councilwoman Ali B. Stern moderated the discussion. 
The meeting was designed to gather information from residents to understand what 
is important to them. The city is aiming to strike a balance between environmental 
impact and community preferences. The Feb. 29 focus group in the Community Center.

A visual rendering illustrating a carriage light in front of a home.
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•	 Beachwood Lacrosse 
Days/Times by Grade, April 3-May 22 
Grades 1-8, Beachwood High School 
Residents $80-$120, Non-Residents $100-$140

•	 Adult Foundational Strength & Weights 
Tuesdays/Thursdays/Saturdays, April 9-June 8 
4:00-4:45 p.m. or 5:00-5:45 p.m. (Tues/Thurs) 
9:30-10:10 a.m. (Saturday) 
Beachwood Community Center 
Residents $94, Non-Residents $113 
(No class April 11-13, April 20-27 and May 30.)

•	 Foundational Strength for Teens 
Mondays/Wednesdays, April 8-June 5 
3:15-4:00 p.m. or 4:15-5:00 p.m.  
Ages 13-17, Beachwood Community Center 
Residents $81, Non-Residents $97 
(No class April 22-24 and May 27-29.)

•	 Pre-School Adult & Me Baking Class 
Tuesdays, April 9-May 21, 1:00-1:45 p.m. 
Ages 3-5, Beachwood Community Center 
Residents $131, Non-Residents $157

•	 Jr. GameBOT Club 
Thursdays, April 11-May 23, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Grades 2-5, Beachwood Community Center 
Residents $175, Non-Residents $210

•	 Photography for Parents 
Thursday, April 11, 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Beachwood Community Center 
Residents $45, Non-Residents $54

•	 FAST - Elite Speed & Agility 
Thursdays, April 11-May 16, 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Ages 8-12, Bryden Elementary 
Residents $125, Non-Residents $150

•	 Splashing into Great Mental Health 
Monday, May 20, 4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Beachwood Community Center 
Residents $38, Non-Residents $46

New Spring Programs

From splash pads to water slides, 
you can find it all at the Beachwood 
Family Aquatic Center! We’re looking 
forward to another great summer 
as your go-to destination for fun in 
the sun. Memberships go on sale 
Monday, April 8, at City Hall. Save 
20% with early bird rates through 
Friday, May 24. For more information 
and a membership application, visit 
BeachwoodRec.com.

Family Aquatic Center Memberships

April Recreation Guide

Type Early Bird (4/8-5/24) Summer Rate

Children 3 & Under Free Free

Individual $60 $72

Family of 2 $115 $138

Family of 3 $165 $198

Family of 4 $175 $210

Each additional member $25 $30

Seniors 60+ $35 $42

Hope Heals Teddy Bear Party,  
A Heartwarming Success
The City of Beachwood proudly partnered 
with Hope Heals Ohio to host their Teddy 
Bear Party kickoff event at the Beachwood 
Community Center on March 3. Over 
500 attendees filled the room with smiles, 
particularly from the city’s youngest 
residents, as they enjoyed teddy bear 
themed activities, crafts, and refreshments 
throughout the afternoon.

Hope Heals is the Beachwood High 
School Marketing and Junior Achievement 
company for the current school year. The 
proceeds from Hope Heals will be used 
to provide pediatric hospital rooms across 
Northeast Ohio with a Medi-Teddy. This 
heartwarming campaign aims to bring 
comfort and joy to children in need. Learn 
more about this inspiring initiative at 
HopeHealsOhio.com.

The teddy bear hospital station with UH.

A group of Hope Heals Ohio students.



Recreation guide, upcoming events and registration at BeachwoodRec.com.

Beachwood Seniors Only Happened in Ohio 
Thursday, April 18, at Noon   
Beachwood Community Center

Residents $13 
Non-Residents $16 
Program Only $5
Register by April 10.
This music program tells a unique story of 
Ohio history featuring songs and stories from 
Walking to the Western Reserve to Take Me 
Out to the Ballgame and even Rock Around  
the Clock!
Meal choices include pierogi stuffed with 
potato and cheddar or a chicken fresco salad 
(grilled chicken breast, arugula, tomato, and 
red onion, with pesto aioli and balsamic glaze). 
All entrees served with a beverage and 
dessert.
May SDO (5/16): Scandalous or ingenious? Learn 
about Cassie Chadwick, Queen of Con and the 
most dangerous woman in America in 1905!

•	 Making A Connection In May with Mayor Berns 
Monday, May 13, 10:15 a.m., Community Center 
Free, RSVP required by May 10. 
May is Older Americans Month and the 2024 theme is Powered by 
Connection, recognizing the impact of meaningful relationships. Join Mayor 
Berns to make connections and conversation over a morning milkshake.

•	 Mahj Tournament 
Monday, May 6, 12:30-4:30 p.m., Community Center 
Residents $17, Non-Residents $20 
An annual crowd favorite! Last year, over 75 participants competed in this 
exciting event. Registration includes snacks and prizes. Sign up by April 26.

Register for events at BeachwoodRec.com,  
City Hall or call 216.292.1970.

Plan Your Next Party

Senior Day Out

Upcoming Programs & Trips

Call For 50-Year Residents
The City of Beachwood would like to invite residents who have lived here 
for 50 years to join us for a moment of special recognition at the upcoming 
May 20 City Council meeting. Newly minted 50-year residents will receive 
a commemorative gift. If you have not been previously recognized at a 
50-year resident salute, please RSVP by calling Community Services at 
216.292.1970 by Friday, May 10.

Not only are there more ways to play in Beachwood, but there are also more 
ways to party! Whether it’s a block party, splash party or room rental, there’s 
an option to suit your next celebration.

Block Parties: Build community pride, meet your neighbors and enjoy 
some family fun on your street with a Beachwood Block Party featuring 
complimentary supplies! That’s right, a free trailer with tents, tables, chairs, 
coolers, street barricades, lawn games, cornhole boards and a selfie frame. 
The city will also assist with the road closure. Only two trailers available per 
weekend. Reservations begin April 8 at BeachwoodRec.com.

Splash Parties: Looking to host a party at the Beachwood Family Aquatic 
Center? Splash parties are available to residents only for $85 which 
includes 10 admission wristbands and use of the pavilion with 8 picnic tables. 
Additional wristbands are available for $6 each with a maximum of 50. BFAC 
members do not need wristbands for admission. Splash parties are offered on 
Saturdays and Sundays from 12-3 p.m. or 4-7 p.m. only. Two forms of proof 
of residency required upon registration, limit two parties per household during 
the season. Registration begins in-person at City Hall on April 8.

Community Center Room Rentals: Beachwood residents, Beachwood 
businesses and community groups are eligible to rent rooms at the Community 
Center! The space is ideal for birthday parties, baby showers, meetings and 
more. Each of the center’s six rooms may be rented individually or combined 
to form a larger room. Rooms can comfortably seat up to 150 with tables or 
up to 250 lecture style with chairs only. Appointments are required to tour 
rooms and complete paperwork. Learn more and view the rental rates online 
at BeachwoodRec.com.

BEACHWOOD 
ART GALLERY:

Out of this World Exhibit | April 6 - April 27 | Artists’ reception on April 14, 1:00-2:30 p.m.
Take a journey through space in honor of the upcoming eclipse with stunning creations by local artists. 
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The City of Beachwood has been organizing meetings for a dynamic 
group of economic development directors from around the Cleveland 
area over the past year. The directors have been sharing their knowledge 
with one another to support key economic development directives within 
their communities and the greater region. This month, Beachwood brought 
the group together with a tour of a newly opened Beachwood restaurant, 
Antica Italian Kitchen and Bar. The city also provided a presentation on a 
new Customer Relationship Management System (CRM) that is supporting 
Beachwood’s Business Retention and Expansion Program (BRE) and 
learned about other systems being used in neighboring cities.  We want to 
thank the cities that attended this tour including Independence, Mayfield 
Heights, Shaker Heights, Solon, Strongsville, Warrensville and Westlake.

Business owners who are 
responsible for lighting 
equipment across their business 
or facility may be eligible 
for incentives for upgrading 
to energy-efficient LEDs. 
FirstEnergy’s Ohio Commercial 
Lighting Program provides 
incentives to encourage 
participants to install high-efficiency lighting equipment 
and controls for retrofit/renovation or existing and 
new construction projects. The program runs through 
May 31, 2024. Interested? Call 888-798-2002 or visit 
energysaveOH-bizsolutions.com to learn more. To apply, 
access the website’s secure portal and fill out a program 
application form.

In collaboration with a full-service design firm specializing in creating custom seasonal and 
holiday visual displays for retailers, restaurants and hotels, Beachwood is connecting local 
companies with complimentary storefront display consultations to gather inspiration and 
insights that will draw attention to their products and increase sales. Through this consultation, 
a company will learn some creative tricks to elevate their storefront aesthetics, captivate 
observers’ attention, and draw in fresh clientele. Retail store owners who engage a retail 
consultant or make improvements to their retail storefront are eligible for the city’s linked 
deposit program to support such investments.  

Where Business Is Booming!
The Latest News From Economic Development

Beachwood Gathers Economic Development Directors 

Commercial & Industrial 
Lighting Incentives 

New Retail Visual Display Program

Directors gathering for a group photo inside Antica Italian Kitchen and Bar.

CIC Committee Opportunities
The Office of Economic Development has established a Community 
Improvement Corporation (CIC) organized for the purposes of 
advancing, encouraging and promoting the industrial, commercial 
and civic development of the city. There are two committees that 
have been formed, the Loan Review Committee and the Innovation 
Committee. 

The Loan Review Committee will review the city’s loan applications 
from the city’s revolving loan fund. The Innovation Committee 
will foster new ideas around supporting companies in the areas 
of commercialization, innovation, technology, research and 
development. 

The Department of Economic Development is seeking resumes 
from interested business members. Business leaders wanting to 
be considered for one of these committee opportunities, please 
call Catherine Bieterman at 216.292.1915 or email Catherine.
Bieterman@BeachwoodOhio.com by April 10.  For more details on 
these committee opportunities, visit BeachwoodOhio.com/CIC.




